TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MAY 9, 2025
9:00 A.M.

Meeting Called to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Mayor Dondero called the May 9, 2025, Town Council meeting to order at 9:01 a.m., followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Attendance and Absences

In attendance were Mayor Edie Dondero and Councilmembers Randy Bartholomew, Bob Biciocchi,
Tim Shaw, Bob Shields, and Cindy Van Horn; Town Manager Maureen Hartman, SBPD Chief
Jason Lovins, and Town Clerk Matt Amerling. Councilwoman Chris Keefe was absent. Public
attendees: 14. Virtual attendees: 10.

Chief Jason Lovins presented the promaction of Cpl. Shaun Baldasano to the rank of lieutenant.

Adoption of Minutes

Councilwoman Cindy Van Horn stated she had one change on the last page, under the Committee
and Commission Reports section, adding her Community Planning Advisory Group report as being
submitted. Councilman Tim Shaw motioned to approve the April 11, 2025, Town Council meeting
minutes with the amendment, seconded by Councilman Randy Bartholomew. Motion carried 6-0.

Public Comment

Paul Andreades, 145 New Castle Drive; Karen and Jeff Marshall, 146 Bayshore Drive; Harold
Gittelman, 233 Bayshore Prive; Brian McGinty, 121 Bayshore Drive, Chris Carlyle, 138 Bayshore
Drive; Lawrence Piccioni, 136 Bayshore Drive; and Clay Kassabian, 306 York Road, stated their
opposition to possibly limiting the number of boats parked in driveways and on personal property.

Eric Compton, 104 Godwin Place, and Tom Barletta, 4 Bayshore Drive, both members of the
Charter & Code Committee, stated their opposition to the dissolution of the Charter & Code
Committee.

Terrence Bond, 104 New Castle Drive, stated he is against limiting the number of boats parked on
a property, and he requests flashing crosswalk lights should be installed on the four remaining
streets without them in South Bethany.

Ray Saunders, 204 West 11" Street, stated some complaints regarding the University of Delaware
{(UD) community planning survey, which was distributed to the public.

Mayor Dondero and Council agreed to move item #9 on the agenda, regarding the restrictions of
the amount of boats parked on a property, up to the next item for review.

Discussion of restrictions on the amount of boats parked on a prope Dondero

Mayor Dondero stated this issue came about when concerns were raised regarding recreational
vehicle (RV) parking, as well as boats as a recreational vehicle. At the April 11, 2025, Council
meeting, Council discussed whether an ordinance related to recreational vehicles and/or limiting the
number of boats that can be parked on a property was needed. At the end of the meeting, there was
support to move forward with a restriction on RV parking but it wasn't clear where the Council landed
on boat parking, and we requested Councilwoman Van Horn do some more research on the matter.
In fairness to the public, the Town is having this discussion today as to whether this restriction on
the number of boats parked on a property is needed. Councilman Shaw stated the issue that was



raised is the notion that someone turns their yard into a boat yard and piles them right up against
their property line and basically causes a wall of nuisance to the neighbors. Mayor Dondero stated
this issue has not even reached the ordinance stage yet but today is merely a discussion on whether
to move forward or not. Councilman Shields stated he thinks it's clear what the community
consensus is on this issue, so Council should just drop the issue of limiting the number of boats on
the property. Councilwoman Van Horn stated her agreement. Councilman Biciocchi and Councilman
Bartholomew both stated their agreement in dropping this issue. Mayor Dondero stated she is
thankful for the process and having the property owners attend and give their opinions on the matter,
and she is in agreement that this issue will be dropped.

Council came to the consensus to drop this item from consideration.

First Reading of Ordinance 218-25, allowing food truck usage at Town Hall or on Town Hall
property during special events (Keefe}

With Councilwoman Keefe's absence, Mayor Dondero read the first draft of Ordinance 218-25.

Second Reading of Ordinance 217-25, regarding the disposition of property that is found
or turned into the South Bethany Police Department

Mayor Dondero gave the second reading of Ordinance 217-25, commenting that the amendments
proposed during the first reading were added.

Possible roll cail vote on Ordinance 217-25

Councilman Shaw motioned to approve Ordinance 217-25, seconded by Councilman Shields.
Motion carried 6-0.

Discussion and possible vote on hiring a Town Solicitor {Dondero)

After a lengthy discussicn, Council agreed to hire Elio Battista from the firm, Parkowski, Guerke &
Swayze. Councilman Shaw motioned to hire Parkowski, Guerke & Swayze, seconded by
Councilman Biciocchi. Motion carried 6-0.

Discussion and possible vote to dissolve the Charter & Code Committee (Shaw)

Mayor Dondero stated Town Council periodically reviews the Town's various committees to see
whether or not they should continue to operate and move forward, and an example was, a couple
of years ago, when the Town had a Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Committee, which was put
together as an ad hoc, and then was dissolved when its mission was completed. This review came
about with Councilman Shaw, who has been the chair of the Charter and Code Committee, leaving
Council. The guestion of what to do with the Charter and Code Committee in terms of a chairperson
came about, and that's where this conversation arose, and she apologized to the members of the
Charter and Code Committee that they were not informed in advance that Council would be having
this discussion. The reason is because this was simply a matter of this meeting being Councilman
Shaw's last and needing to address this before the organizational meeting so Council could get this
on the agenda. The Town took a look and reviewed the number of ordinance changes over the last
4 years, of which there's been 16 new ordinances created, or amendments written, and there was
significant work done by the Charter and Code Committee on three of those sixteen. Council just
wants to have the discussion about whether there is a need to continue this committee going
forward. Mayor Dondero stated she doesn't like to have committees and have meetings that are
not a valuable use of people's time, so that's a consideration for any committee. Another
consideration is that the current solicitor and former solicitor have both recommended the
dissolution of this committee, citing that it is easier for staff members with relevant expertise to work
directly with the solicitor in crafting and drafting ordinances. That does not take out the public
comment pericd as the Town is required by law to have all of Council's discussions about any
potential ordinance or ardinance changes in a public meeting, and Council does that at least three
separate public meetings — consisting of an initial discussion, a first reading of the ordinance, and



a second reading of the ordinance. The draft ordinances are posted online, and Mayor Dondero
would like to see the Town solicitor attend more meetings for such matters, so having this process
under staff and solicitor review does not in any way impede the public's ability to provide input on
the things that we are talking about.

After a lengthy discussion, Council came to a consensus to keep the commitiee, with the
understanding that the committee should meet as needed and provide a summary of public
comments — if they receive any — to Council.

Discussion of Pilot Program by Solitude for algae treatment (Biciocchi)

Councilman Biciocchi stated he and the Canal Water Quality Committee (CWQ) are exploring use
of a product to treat and neutralize phosphates in the canals, which feed and contribute to the
growth of the algae. After a lengthy discussion, Council expressed concerns about the product's
composition and its suitability for saline environments. They also questioned whether the Delaware
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) would approve the use of
the product, and if DNREC says no, this would have to be scrapped. Council agreed to let CWQ
move forward with the proposal but emphasized the need for further research of the product and
its composition as well as public input before any possible use.

Leadership Reports

Mayor's Report — Report submitted. Mayor Dondero reminded everyone of the Town election the
next day. She also recently received information from a consultant that works with the Town and
the other coastal communities, who has had some conversations recently with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers (USACE) Staff at the Philadelphia Regional Office, and she's very pleased to hear
and report that the Back Bay Study is very much alive and going forward, despite the 45% slash of
the USACE budget for this fiscal year. She also thanked Councilman Shaw for his last four years
of service on the Council. The Town appreciates all of his time and efforts, and we're going to miss
him on the Council.

Town Manager Report — Report submitted. Town Manager Maureen Hartman wanted to thank
Councilman Shaw on behalf of herself and Town staff for all he has done.

Police Chief Report — Report submitted. Chief Lovins thanked Councilman Shaw for his support.
Treasurer Report — No report submitted as the year-end report is not finalized but we hope to get
that out early next week.

Committee and Commission Reports

Budget and Finance Committee — Report submitted. The next meeting will be May 13 at 9 a.m.
Canal Water Quality Committee — No report submitted.

Charter and Code Committee — No report submitted.

Community Relations Committee — Report submitted.

Planning Commission — No report submitted.

Resiliency Committee — Report submitted.

Community Planning Advisory Group — No report submitted. The community planning meeting will
be held on May 15 at 12:30C p.m.

Adjournment

Motion by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Councilman Biciocchi, to adjourn the May 9, 2025, Town
Council Regular Meeting at 10:40 a.m. Motion carried 6-0.
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