
TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 12, 2024 
9:00A.M. 

9:00 AM Public Hearing To receive public input regarding Ordinance No. 214- 24 to amend the 
Code of the Town of South Bethany, Chapter 42 Building Construction, §42-5 amending B and C, and 
Chapter 145 Zoning, Article XVII, §145-68, amending A (1 ). (6) and (9), regarding when building permits 
are required. 

An unidentified audience member asked Council to clarify exactly what this ordinance entails. 
Mayor Saxton stated this ordinance basically states all repairs will need a permit, whether it's work 
performed inside or outside of the house; and it's a requirement of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), which is in our zoning ordinance, under the floodplain chapter. 
Mayor Saxton stated the proposed homeowner permit will cost ten dollars ($10) for up to one
thousand-five-hundred dollars ($1,500) worth of repair work by a homeowner. A homeowner doing 
their own work if going over the $1,500 can apply for a second $10 permit and that gives them a 
total of up to approximately three-thousand dollars ($3,000) of work. Any contractor or company 
doing work will still need to obtain a regular building permit. The audience member asked Council 
if they would publicize this action. Town Code Enforcement Constable Joe Hinks stated the Town 
usually places any need-to-know information such as this in the Town newsletter, but if anyone 
should have questions, they are able to call Town Hall during business hours and talk to Mr. Hinks 
or email him. 

Meeting Called to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Saxton called the April 12, 2024, Town Council meeting to order at 9:10 a.m., followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Attendance and Absences 

In attendance were Mayor Tim Saxton and Councilmembers Randy Bartholomew, Bob Biciocchi 
{virtual), Edie Dondero, Chris Keefe, Tim Shaw, and Bob Shields; Town Manager Maureen Hartman, 
SBPD Chief Jason Lovins, Town Finance Director Renee McDorman, Town Code Enforcement 
Constable Joe Hinks, and Town Clerk Matt Amerling. Public attendees: 4. Virtual attendees: 6. 

Public Comment 

Diann Nazarian, 20 Peterson Drive, asked how long a building permit is valid for and if there is any 
cut-off to potential extensions of said permit. Town Code Enforcement Constable Joe Hinks stated 
building permits are typically valid for one year and while a homeowner can request an extension 
for that permit to take it beyond the scope of a year, there is also other provisions for the Board of 
Adjustment (BOA) to continue the extensions further out if necessary. As to cut-off, even though 
there have been requests for extensions due to building material availability issues, there has not 
been an instance where a homeowner or contractor has continually requested or received constant 
extensions. 

Adoption of Minutes 

Councilman Randy Bartholomew stated under the section about the FY25 budget, to add the words 
"current fiscal" before "year"; on page two, to add prior to Councilman Bartholomew's name, 
"regarding the operating budget"; and to add the word "about" before "4%." Motion by Councilman 
Tim Shaw, seconded by Councilman Bob Shields to adopt the March 8, 2024, Town Council meeting 
minutes with proposed changes. Motion carried 7-0. 








