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TOWN OF SOUTH BETHANY
LEADERSHIP AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
FOR FEBRUARY 8, 2019, TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
LEADERSHIP REPORTS
•

Mayor’s Report—Submitted by Mayor Saxton:
1. Attended the Association of Coastal Towns (ACT) meeting on January 25th. Nothing
significant to report from the meeting.
2. Met with a representative from DelDOT and the Town Manager to discuss potential
solutions for bicycle parking on the ocean side of Route 1 during the summer season.
Multiple ideas were exchanged. Outcomes of the discussion will be presented to the Town
Council at a later date. Also, we received information on applying for a Bicycle Master Plan
Grant. We are evaluating whether we meet the guidelines to apply at this time.
3. Met with the Town Manager and Chief of Police to review a draft Police Department Pay
scale and Rank Structure. Input was obtained from the Chief prior to presentation at the
Town Council Meeting.
4. Continued work with the Town Manager on negotiating renewal of the Town contract with
Sharp Energy. A draft of the contract has been submitted to Sharp Energy for their
review. Met with Sharp Energy on February 6th to continue on contract discussions.
5. Along with the Town Manager attended the DNREC sponsored Beach Nourishment
Finance Meeting. Attendees were Mayors and Town Managers from bay and ocean front
communities. Presentations by DNREC were on historical beach nourishment data,
current beach funding strategies and future challenges for shoreline management in
Delaware. Breakout sessions were held to discuss impact of shoreline nourishment and
creative solutions to address the current financial solutions.
6. Attended the SCAT dinner along with Councilwoman Callaway and the Town Manager on
February 6th. The presentation at the meeting was by the Sussex County Legislators.
7. Interviewed candidates for the Police Department the week of February 4th.

•

Town Manager’s Report—Submitted by Maureen Hartman:

UPCOMING …
✓
✓
✓

Town Council Meeting: Friday, February 8 @ 6:00
Town Hall Closed: Monday, February 18
Council Workshop: Thursday, February 28 @ 3:00

DEPARTMENTS …
Police
o The Criminal Justice Council conducted an inspection of the South Bethany Police
Department and found no violations. The newly renovated facility sustained all the
requirements that included: separation provision, disproportionate minority contact
provision, deinstitutionalization of status offenders and jail removal.
o There has been diligent advertisement and search for officers to fill the vacancies in
the South Bethany Police Dept. Testing phase is ongoing for applicants. We are
moving to meet an academy deadline of February 18, 2019 to place a candidate in the
March police academy class. The Mayor, Town Manager, and Chief met with several
promising candidates and things are moving along promptly. We had 15 individuals
apply with 5 moving forward for testing/interviews.
o Chief Troy Crowson had been nominated by the Office of Highway Safety to represent
the State of Delaware at its upcoming Lifesavers Conference to be held March 31 –
April 2, 2019. NHTSA Regional Program Manager, Judy Dancy, recommended that
the Delaware Office of Highway Safety (OHS) submit his name as a nomination for the
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o
o
o

great work that he and the Town of South Bethany were doing in regard to pedestrian
safety. Delaware Office of Highway Safety concurred with this and forwarded Chief
Crowson as a nominee for the award to be recognized. Although Chief Crowson was
Delaware’s choice, he was not selected regionally for a Public Service Award and will
not be attending the conference
Chief met with the Mayor and Town Manager to review and discuss a pay and rank
scale.
Handled 13 complaints in month of December (see att’d report).
Handled 13 complaints in month of January (see att’d report).

Finance
o Finance Director continues to work on the FY2020 budget with Town Manager,
Department Heads, and Budget and Finance Committee.
o Preparing for installation of kiosk at Town Hall on Friday Feb 8.
o Prepared ordinance for changes to the parking permit system.
o Working on updates to the website to allow the purchase of parking permits.
Code Enforcement
o Continue to work with Charter and Code on Ordinance 193-18.
o Assisted Chief with tractor trailer issue in town.
o Issued 19 building permits in December (see att’d report).
o Issued 11 building permits in January (see att’d report).
o Completed 13 property inspections in December and 15 in January.
o Providing technical advice and assistance to Public Works.
o Provided budget numbers for FY2020.
o Attending Resilient Communities meeting with Town Manager regarding stormwater.
o Preparing for FEMA letters to go out to residents, per Community Rating System (CRS)
requirements.
Public Works
o Met with Manager to discuss town-wide landscaping for 50th Anniversary event.
o Preparing ad to hire seasonal help.
o Received new PW F450 dump truck.
o Researching costs for town projects such as lighting around town hall and police;
maintenance for the generator; paving and road repairs; and plant pricing for
landscaping.
o Additional fitness equipment will be installed by public works.
o Working on life guard stands and median beds.
o Contractor completed dune grass plantings.
o Starting Beach access walkway fence replacement project week of Feb 11th.
Town Manager
➢ Working with Budget and Finance for FY2020 budget.
➢ Staff continues to be responsive to increased FOIA requests and phone calls.
➢ Work on Sharp contract with Mayor and Solicitor, meeting on Feb 6 with Sharp reps.
➢ Receiving positive feedback on new website.
➢ Attended a DNREC meeting with the Mayor regarding beach nourishment and shoreline
management.
➢ Met with a representative from DelDOT regarding bicycle traffic.
➢ Assisted Planning Commission members with a progress report for the Council.
➢ Pam and I continue to work on the 50th anniversary celebration with Councilwomen
Stevenson and Callaway.
➢ Working with Mayor on several issues.
➢ Conducting interviews with the Chief and Mayor for potential police officers and recruits.
➢ Attended a Resilient Communities Partnership meeting with Code Inspector Hinks
regarding stormwater and MS4.
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Treasurer’s Report—Submitted by Councilmember Boteler:
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
•

Budget and Finance Committee – Submitted by Councilmember Boteler:
The Budget and Finance Committee (“Committee”) met on Thursday, January 24, 2019. All
four property owner members of the committee – Chris Keefe, Steve Farrow, Joe Mormando
and Don Boteler - were in attendance along with Town Manager, Maureen Hartman and
Finance Director, Renee McDorman.
The Committee reviewed and unanimously approved draft minutes of its December 4, 2018,
meeting.
The Committee then reviewed the December financials, receiving satisfactory responses
from Maureen and Renee to several questions.
Finally, the Committee reviewed the preliminary draft budget material. The Committee agreed
to several adjustments and requested certain additional information for the next meeting.
The Committee agreed to a next meeting date of Tuesday, February 12, 2019, at 9:00 am in
Town Hall.

•

Charter and Code Committee – Submitted by John Fields, Chair:
The Charter and Code Committee has not held a meeting since the Council meeting in
December, 2018, therefore the Committee has nothing to report at this time.

•

Communications and Public Relations Committee – Submitted by Councilmember Stevenson:
A Budget meeting was held on December 18th at 3pm at Town Hall. Programs for the 2020
fiscal year were discussed. The Proposed Budget for 2020 was submitted to Town Hall.
Remaining projects for 2019 were reviewed. A Pot Luck Supper will be held on March 16th
at Town Hall. A Drone Video for our new website was proposed as our final project. The
Video will showcase South Bethany amenities and will be used as a promotion piece. The
Committee will use Funds from the Realtor Relations Category to pay for this project.
Planning for the 50th Anniversary Celebration which will be held on June 30th continues.
The next meeting of the Communications and Public Relations Committee will be held on
March 1st at 3pm.

•

Community Enhancement Committee – Submitted by Councilmember Callaway:
CEC Updates
−

The CEC’s last meeting was held on December 12, 2018

−

The CEC submitted its proposed FY 20 Budget on January 14, 2019 to the Financial
Administrator, Renee McDorman

−

The CEC and the SB Public Works Supervisor met with Liberty Parks and Recreation on
January 22, 2019 to discuss costs and possible layout of the new equipment to be
purchased with grant funds received from the Delaware Outdoor, Recreation, Parks and
Trails department. The equipment will be ordered mid-February to ensure enough time
for spring installation.

−

The CEC continues to work on its tasks for participation in the 50th Anniversary Celebration.

−

CEC Chair, Sue Callaway attended the SCAT Legislative Dinner on February 6, 2019
along with Mayor Tim Saxton.

