
South Bethany 
“the best little beach in Delaware” 



Did you know? 

• Town incorporated in 1969 

• Over 63% of home sites are waterfront 

• Our canal network is 5 miles in length 

• 99% of town is zoned single family 
residential – lowest density in Delmarva 
beachfront towns 

• Lowest tax rate in Delaware shore towns 

 

Solid fundamentals with a keen eye to the 
future…. 



Looking Ahead: 
Town Council and Committees 

• Budget & Finance 

• Canal Water Quality 

• Board of Adjustment 

• Charter & Code 

• Communications & Public Relations 

• Community Enhancement 

• Planning Commission 

 



Additional Volunteer Groups 

• South Bethany Property Owners Association 
(SBPOA) 

– Phone Directory 

– Neighborhood Watch 

– Annual Bull Roast  

• South Bethany Historical Society 

• South Bethany Women’s Club 

– Welcome Bags 



Budget & Finance 

Purpose 

 

• Created in 2009 

• Reviews, further develops 

and presents the annual 

budget 

• Serves as a vehicle to analyze 

specific financial issues 

• Provides special skills and 

expertise regarding 

budgeting, investment 

management, and long-range 

financial planning. 

 

Of Note 
 

• $2.2M in cash and 
reserves 

• Efficiency Ratio of 
68% >> very good 

• No Debt 
 



Canal Water Quality 

Purpose 
• Ensure canals are “fishable & 

swimmable” 
• Educate community about  

strategies to clean canals 
• Collaborate with Center for 

Inland Bays (CIB), town, state 
and federal governments to 
eliminate pollutants from 
entering canals 

• Assess current Town 
Ordinances and implement 
new to ensure residents 
comply with best prevention 
practices that eliminate 
harmful pollutants 

Accomplishments 
• Multiple communications to 

educate residents on best 
prevention practices  

• Spring 2013, Diffuser System 
Pilot Project to help prevent 
algae and promote clean 
water 

• Secured grants for rain 
gardens, oyster gardens 

• Volunteer Water quality 
monitoring of canals and Little 
Assawoman Bay  

 





       Charter & Code                                          Board of Adjustment 

Purpose 

• Research, develop, modify 
and/or draft changes or 
additions to SB code 

• Review ordinances on 
routine basis – identify 
outdated and redundant 
entries, and upgrade code 
to meet anticipated changes 
in law, evolving 
technologies, and new 
regulatory issues 

Purpose 

• Respond to resident’s 
requests and appeals for 
variances on SB properties   

• 5 members appointed by the 
Town Council.   

• The Board is a quasi-judicial 
body 

• Applicants receiving denials 
may appeal to the Superior 
Court of Delaware.   

 



Community  Enhancement 

Purpose 

• Town 
beautification 

• Community 
maintenance 
and 
landscaping 

• Environmental 
improvement 
efforts 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO INCREASE YOUR RENTAL INCOME?

We are pretty certain your answer is a resounding YES! As with all South Bethany 

property owners, the Community Enhancement Committee (CEC) invites realtors and 

rental homeowners to review this suggested list of maintenance items. We are 

confident that these 5 ACTIONS will improve your rental property’s curb appeal, 

attract prospective renters and help increase your rental income.

 Landscape and Weed your yard and driveway.  SB Ordinance Chapter 104-7

 Remove dead trees and limbs and Trim bushes and trees. SB Ordinance Chapters 

104-7, 104-12, 125-2

 Paint your house or Power wash mold, mildew and dirt from your home. 

SB Ordinance Chapter 104-17

 Repair or Replace broken windows, fences, deck boards or mailboxes. 

SB Ordinance Chapter 104-17

 Repair or Replace your trash bin container and Provide ample (at least 2) trash 

cans to prevent trash overflow. SB Ordinance Chapter 114-7

NEED HELP? The Town’s website – www.southbethany.org maintains 

a Mercantile List of licensed individuals and contractors who can help 

you complete these tasks.

LET US KNOW of any suggestions you may have for improving our 

town’s appearance. Please Email townhall@southbethany.org

The CEC THANKS YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!



Community  Enhancement 
Accomplishments 

• Adopt a Canal – beauty 
and function 

• The Promenade – Ocean 
Drive improvements 

• Route 1 Corridor – “wow” 
factor 

• York Beach Mall 
beautification 

• Property Improvement 
Flyers 

• Rain Gardens 
• Multiple Grants 

 



Communications & Public 
Relations 

Purpose 

• Engaging business 
community  

• Improving means of 
communication with 
residents and public 

• Organizing town events 
for maximum 
participation 

• Website enhancements 

 



York Beach Mall 
Walk or bike to South Bethany’s York Beach Mall 
shopping center which features:  

 

• McCabes Gourmet Market – great for morning coffee 
and afternoon picnic baskets 
  
• Retail shops such as Made by Hand International 
Cooperative, Milk & Honey and Sea Level decorative 
home apparel 

 
• Dining at local favorites Grotto’s Pizza or Misaki Sushi 
restaurant 
 

• Hook ‘em & Cook ‘em Outfitters, a bait and tackle 
shop with all the info and gear you need for bay or surf 
fishing 
 

• Sandcastle Realty to help you find your South 
Bethany vacation home 



Assawoman Canal Trail 

Purpose 
• 3.9 mile proposed bike and 

walking trail between Indian 
River and Little Assawoman, 
connecting Bethany Beach, 
Ocean View and South 
Bethany 

• Working group organized by 
DNREC to assess feasibility 

• Scope of work/engineering 
study for Phase 1 underway, 
potential for construction 
start Q4, ‘13 

Achievements 
• Town passed Resolution #7-

11 in support of project 
• Appointed separate 

committee to represent SB 
during planning and 
ultimately implementation 
 



Planning Commission 

Purpose 
• Review and revise the 

Comprehensive Plan at least 
every five years. 

• With Town Manager support,  
prepare the annual report 
identifying development 
issues, trends or conditions 
that have surfaced since the 
last amended plan.   

• Review State responses to the 
report; make update 
recommendations to the Town 
Council. 



Long Term Vision/Goals 

• Optimum canal water 
quality 
 

• Replenished/maintained 
 beach 
 

• Fiscally responsible 
 

• Pristine condition of 
town and assets 
 



We Need Your Feedback 
 

• What are your perceptions of South Bethany? 
– E.g. positive features or drawbacks? 

• What are your clients' perceptions? 
• What changes would you like to see in the near and long 

term? 
• What do you see as SB’s challenges? 
• Do you promote SB and, if so, how?   
• Would you put links to our website on your website?  

Would you co-sponsor events? 
• What role do you play in notifying renters that their 

properties need improvements? 
• What can we do; e.g., add you to our email distribution lists 

for Zephyr and news updates? 
 
 



Thanks for coming! 

 

 

 

Town of South Bethany 

“the best little beach in Delaware” 

www.southbethany.org 


